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About​ ​ClearStory International

ClearStory International specialises in delivering global 
recognition for determined technology companies through our 
global network of media contacts and editorial talent. 

With a laser focus on the challenges facing globally ambitious 
early stage and scaling companies, we understand the growth 
journey. From seed to post-Series A stage companies, we grow 
with our clients to provide the services and expertise required to 
help them scale and manage their reputation and credibility. 

With multilingual capabilities and a network of global event 
partners across North America, Europe, Middle East, and 
Southeast Asia, we have established a network of media contacts 
from trade, national and international outlets across more than  
80 countries.

We have a network of media contacts 
across 80+ countries offering unrivaled 
media access
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ClearStory was founded in 2017 by 
James McCann, a former PR Director for 
tech conferences RISE and Web Summit

Foreword

We are delighted to release our inaugural 
Singapore tech trends report looking at 
the movement of tech trends between 
the period 1st May 2019 to 30th April 2020 
across leading Singapore publications.

The ‘COVID-19 effect’ has had a significant 
impact on this year's tech trends with 
Remote Working (1000%+), Virtual Events 
(878%) and Video Conferencing (275%) 
recording big jumps in interest over the past 
year. We noted this last month as part of our 
COVID-19 tech trend report highlighting the 
sudden gains of some tech trends.

If you are interested in trends across other 
markets, we will be releasing additional tech 
trends reports for Ireland, United Kingdom, 
Hong Kong and others across 2020 which 
will be available on our website.

James McCann
Managing Director
ClearStory International
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Analysis

Overall

In general, tech coverage has remained 
largely stagnant in Singapore, recording only a 
2% increase in 2019. Not surprising given the 
size of the media marketplace in Singapore, 
but there has been significant movement in 
trends notwithstanding COVID-19. In total, 
208,691 tech articles were written across 
more than 32 tech topics which we explored.

208,861
2020

There was a small increase in general 
tech coverage of just over 2% in 
Singapore in 2020 compared to 2019

->

204,559
2019
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->
Most Popular

E-commerce remains the most popular tech 
trend in Singapore, retaining its share of voice 
of 13.7% and marginally increasing the volume 
of coverage from 28,100 to 28,600.

Following up in 2nd place is Artificial 
Intelligence with 24,500 pieces of coverage 
over the year, again recording a marginal 
increase in coverage. Gaming was the only 
popular subject that saw a drop in popularity 
losing .5% of its share of coverage over the 
year period.

E-commerce
28,600 articles

Artificial 
Intelligence
24,500 articles

Gaming
19,700 articles

Blockchain
13,600 articles

Fintech
13,100 articles

E-commerce wins the category for 
the most popular trend of 2020, with 
Artificial Intelligence in second place
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->

Falling Stars

Where there were winners, there were also 
losers. In Singapore's case, Cryptocurrency 
and Blockchain technologies have nosedived 
in interest recording a drop of 46% and 36% 
respectively. Other losers included Adtech, 
Virtual Reality and Cybersecurity.

Rising Stars

The trends moving and shaking in 2020 
included Data Analytics, up 64% from the 
previous year. Saas recorded an increase 
of 59%, closely followed by Augmented 
Reality up 54%, and Messaging apps up 51%. 
There was also a broad trend of mid to small 
level increases which included topics such 
as the Gig Economy, Medtech and related 
technologies and Robotics.

Virtual Events had a huge growth over 
the last year with a 1,015% increase in 
articles in 2020

Virtual
Events
+1,015%

Remote
Working

+878%

Blockchain

-36.159%

Adtech-42.91%

Cryptocurrency-45.11%
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1.	 Virtual Events

2.	 Remote Working

3.	 Video Conferencing

4.	 Edtech/E-learning

5.	 Data Analytics

6.	 Saas

7.	 Augmented Reality

8.	 Messaging Apps

9.	 Gig Economy

10.	 Medtech

11.	 Biotech

12.	 Health Tech

13.	 Robotics

14.	 3D Printing

15.	 Drones

16.	 Fintech

17.	 IoT

Trend Report

Year 1 

1 May 2018 –   
30 April 2019

Year 2 

1 May 2019 –   
30 April 2020 Year 1 vs Year 2

Number of media appearances

Most Popular (Year 2)1 5->

Fastest Growing1 5->

Falling Stars1 5->

Legend 20

142

597

860

4,750

3,100

2,750

660

1,060

782

5,050

247

5,130

1,630

5,630

11,200

10,300

223

1,390

2,240

1,940

7,820

4,930

4,260

1,000

1,570

1,120

6,880

324

6,660

2,030

6,720

13,100

11,800

1015.00%

878.87%

275.21%

125.58%

64.63%

59.03%

54.91%

51.52%

48.11%

43.22%

36.24%

31.17%

29.82%

24.54%

19.36%

16.96%

14.56%

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

Singapore  
2019 – 2020
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18.	 Wearables

19.	 Machine Learning

20.	 Coworking

21.	 Cloud Computing

22.	 Artificial Intelligence

23.	 E-commerce

24.	 Data Protection

25.	 Gaming

26.	 Social Enterprise

27.	 Fit Tech

28.	 Cyber security

29.	 Virtual Reality

30.	 Blockchain

31.	 Adtech

32.	 Cryptocurrency

	 TOTAL

Trend Report Singapore  
2019 – 2020

Year 1 

1 May 2018 –   
30 April 2019

Year 2 

1 May 2019 –   
30 April 2020 Year 1 vs Year 2

Number of media appearances

2,260

10,000

3,220

5,840

24,000

28,100

4,580

20,500

1,790

29

5,770

4,740

21,300

522

18,000

204,559

2,480

10,800

3,440

6,020

24,500

28,600

4,440

19,700

1,650

26

5,170

4,080

13,600

298

9,880

208,691

9.73 %

8.00%

6.83%

3.08%

2.08%

1.78%

3.06%

3.90%

7.82%

10.34%

10.40%

13.92%

36.15%

42.91%

45.11%

2.01%

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

If you would like more information on  
our Tech Trend Report series, please  
get in touch:

James McCann
Managing Director
ClearStory International
www.clearstoryinternational.com
Email: James@clearstoryinternational.com

Data curated by ClearStory International Ltd. 
Source: Meltwater Editorial Media Monitoring, 
Accessed May 2020
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Website
www.clearstoryinternational.com

Facebook
facebook.com/ClearStory

Twitter
twitter.com/ClearStoryInt

Telephone
+353 1  961  0048 

e-mail
info@clearstoryinternational.com


